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Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


June  1,  1956 
Letter  No.  719 


As  you  know,  President  Eisenhower  this  week  signed  into  law  the  new 
"Agricultural  Act  of  1956",  including  Title  I  -  The  Soil  Bank  Act.    A  summary 
of  the  law  will  be  mailed  to  radio  and  TV  farm  directors  early  next  week. 
Short  recorded  statements  by  Dep't  officials,  answering  the  most-asked  questions 
about  different  commodities  involved,  will  be  mailed  to  radio  farm  broadcasters 
next  week.    A  bonus  TV  package  will  go  to  our  regular  TV  package  list  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Please  caution  your  farmers  to  check  with  their  local  county  ASC 
committees  before  they  take  any  other  action  to  participate  in  the  Soil  Bank, 
as  they  must  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  committee  about  the  practices 
they  are  to  carry  out.    Yesterday,  in  announcing  the  national  average  rates 
that  will  be  used  in  figuring  payments  that  farmers  who  grow  corn,  cotton, 
wheat  and  rice  can  earn  in  the  Soil  Bank  program  this  year,  Secretary  Benson 
said  the  lack  of  time  to  get  more  complete  information  into  the  field  makes 
checking  first  with  the  committee  especially  important.    The  Department  will 
get  instructions  to  the  county  committees  as  fast  as  possible. 

As  the  Secretary  pointed  out,  it  is  so  late  in  the  season  the  Department 
is  moving  with  all  possible  speed  to  make  the  Soil  Bank  available  to  those 
farmers  who  can  take  part  this  year.    Before  farmers  plant  next  year's  crops 
or  make  fall  seedings  of  grain  this  year,  USDA  will  have  a  chance  to  review 
and  study  all  provisions  of  the  program  in  more  detail.    Then  they  can  make  any 
desirable  changes  before  the  '57  Soil  Bank  gets  under  way. 

Farmers  who  take  part  in  the  Conservation  Reserve  part  of  the  Soil  Bank 
can  earn  two  types  of  payment:  (l)  A  payment  to  cover  most  of  the  labor  and 
other  cost  of  setting  up  a  conservation  practice,  (2)  An  annual  payment  for 
the  period  of  the  individual  Conservation  Reserve  agreement.    The  specialists 
figure  the  annual  Conservation  Reserve  payments  will  average  out  nationally 
at  about  ten  dollars  an  acre. 

"Then,  if  ever,  come  perfect  days" 

Here  we  are  in  June  -  the  month  the  poets  rave  about.'    This  year,  it's 
meat  and  milk  month, -Don't  forget  that.    June  is  dairy  month  all  month,  in  the 
very  nature  of  lush  pastures,  cows,  and  bees,  it  is  a  time  flowing  with  milk 
and  honey.'    This  morning  too  our  exhibit  people  opened  a  showing  of  what  the 
little  purple  inspection  stamp  means  to  us  in  wholesome  meat  and  just  how 
good  for  us  our  meat  really  is.    It  is  their  way  of  celebrating  the  Golden 
Anniversary  of  our  meat  inspection  system.    You  may  think  up  other  ways  of 
marking  this  50th  year  of  meat  inspection.    The  celebration  goes  on  all  year 
....  Remember  too  that  the  Great  Spirit  scooped  out  those  10,000  lakes  in 
Minnesota  particularly  for  your  enjoyment  this  June  20-23,  when  you  gather 
with  other  NATRFDs  to  test  the  feast  of  reason  Speece,  Karnstedt  C;  Co.,  have 
prepared  for  us.    It  may  be  we  will  pick  up  some  good  how-to-do- it  ideas  on 
'home-made  farm  safety'  for  use  in  July.    That  promises  to  be  the  kickoff  of 
the  most  serious  farm  safety  campaign  yet. 
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Medfly  Spread  Sparks  Quick  Moves 

With  the  discovery  of  the  Medfly  in  Palm  Beach  County,  Florida,  earlier  this 
week,  USDA  is  moving  promptly  to  check  the  further  spread  of  this  pest  northward 
toward  the  citrus  country.    Today  the  Federal  quarantine  regulations  already  in 
force  in  Broward  and  Dade  counties  also  were  put  into  effect  in  Palm  Beach  County. 
Today  USM  opened  bids  for  spraying  some  180,000  acres  in  southeastern  Florida 
vegetation  with  insecticides  -  "by  airplane  and  mist  "blowers.    The  planes  are  expect 
ed  to  be  in  the  air  sometime  late  next  week.    Assistant  Secretary  Peterson  will 
arrive  in  Miami,  Monday  to  join  with  Commissioner  Ed  Ayers,  of  the  Florida  State 
Plant  Board  in  an  immediate  inspection  of  the  quarantine  and  control  operations. 
Some  3; 500  fruit  fly  traps,  shipped  from  Texas,  are  already  in    use  in  the  detect- 
ion   survey  program,  and  day-to-day  findings  are  being  released  at  Gainesville. 
New  bait  developed  a  month  ago  at  the  ARS  Fruit  Fly  Laboratory  in  Hawaii  is  being 
put  to  extended  use  with  record  promptness  in  this  Florida  fight.    Our  entomolo- 
gists consider  the  Medfly  one  of  the  most  destructive  of  all  fruit  insects. 

George  German  Rides  Again.' 

The  last  we  heard  of  George  German,  inquiring  farm  reporter,  of  WNAX,  Yankton 
South  Dakota,  he  was  floating  down  the  Missouri  with  a  tape  recorder,  impersonating 
William  Clark,  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition.    During  June,  he  expects  to  goad 
the  oxen  into  getting  the  covered  wagon  rolling  again,  for  a  pick-up  at  the  site  of 
one  of  the  pony  express  stops  west  of  Sioux  City.    When  George  centennials  he 
really  centennials.'.  .  .  .Roy  Gumtow,  RFD  WKOW  tells  us  that  William  Thiesenhusen, 
the  k-K  Club  National  Citizenship  winner  who  was  in  to  see  us  early  in  the  spring 
is  now  doing  a  fine  job  as  Asst.  RFD  on  WKOW.  .  .  . 'Farmer'  Cliff  Gray,  WSPA, 
reports  he  has  just  plunged  into  TV  with  a  45  minute  variety  show  each  Sat.  noon, 
and  is  planning  to  go  strong  on  home-made  farm  safety.  . 

Wheat  Improvement  Field  Day 

June  8,  Asst.  Sec'y  Marvin  McLain  speaks  over  a  10  station  K-State  Radio 
Network,  at  the  annual  Wheat  Field  Day  sponsored  by  the  Kansas  Wheat  Improvement 
Association.    Kansas  State  on  that  day  shows  off  the  wonderful  work  its  research 
people  are  doing  for  the  wheat  industry.    It  is  also  the  Day  for  all  branches  of 
the  Hard  Red  Winter  Wheat  industry  to  get  together  and  talk  over  their  mutual 
problems.    Millers  and  bakers  from  all  over  the  country  are  expected  to  be  there. 

Senoras  y  Senores,  Buenos  Dias.'.' 

Glen  Dunkle,  KGBT,  Harlingen,  Texas,  writes  that  he  has  set  up  a  system  with 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  (Mexican)  in  Matamoros,  just  across  the  Rio  Grande 
from  Brownsville,  Texas,  to  have  insect  reports,  crop  conditions  and  other  perti- 
nent information  mailed  to  him.    He  combines  that  with  news  from  the  North  side  of 
the  river  for  his  farm  broadcasts.    The  farm  news  is  given  by  Martine  Rosales,  for 
their  listeners  in  Mexico,  during  the  station's  regular  Spanish  hours.  ...  Do  any 
of  you  RFDs  have  foreign  language  listeners  (within  the  U.S.)  of  sufficient  size  to 
warrant  the  USDA  making  a  tape  for  them  now  and  then? 
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Soil  Bank  Corn  Price  Supports 

Yesterday  the  Department  sent  State  Agricultural  Stabilization  and 
Conservation  (ASC)  committees  telegrams  outlining  what  farmers  have  to  do  to 
qualify  for  maximum  corn  price  supports  under  the  Soil  Bank.    The  requirements 
under  the  Corn  Acreage  Reserve  and  the  Conservation  Reserve  were  spelled  out 
rather  precisely  in  the  instructions.    Rather  than  confuse  you  by  trying  to 
brief  down  that  information  for  you  here,  we  suggest  you  get  in  touch  with 
your  ASC  committee  and  get  the  very  important  details  from  them.    Farmers  them- 
selves are  being  advised  to  enter  into  agreements  with  their  local  county  ASC 
committee,  so  they  will  know  specifically  just  what  adjustments  are  required, 
before  they  start  making  the  adjustments. 

Wheat  Price-Support  Rates 

Yesterday,  USDA  also  announced  the  minimum  '56- crop  wheat  price  support 
rates,  based  on  a  national  average  of  $2.00  a  bushel.    The  rates  have  been  set 
for  the  different  terminals  and  for  2 ,69k  commercial  and  378  noncommercial 
wheat-producing  counties  of  the  U.S.,  with  the  county  rates  ranging  from  $2.27 
to  $1.06  (noncommercial)  per  bushel  depending  on  location.    The  county  rates 
are  further  adjusted  up  or  down  for  grade  and  quality  to  determine  support 
prices  for  individual  farmers. 

New  Discounts  May  Improve  Wheat 

We  would  again  flag  to  your  attention  that  this  year  for  the  first  time 
USDA  is  discounting  price- supports  on  undesirable  varieties  of  wheat.  The 
Department  reported  yesterday  that  the  early  indications  are  that  these  dis- 
count provisions,  which  were  announced  last  August,  have  already  had  some 
good  effect.    The  discount  is  20  cents  a  bushel  on  2k  varieties  considered  as 
undesirable  because  of  their  inferior  milling  and  baking  qualities,  and  the 
early  reports  apparently  show  smaller  plantings  of  those  kinds  of  wheat.  The 
Department  contemplates  keeping  this  discount  provision  in  the  program  for  the 
'57  wheat  crop. 

(Save  This)    (More  to  Follow) 

USDA  TAPE  CATALOGUE 

Send  a  tape  for  free  copies.    Order  by  number  and  subject. 

6Q56    "Our  Cotton  Competition  in  the  Middle  East"    Time  5  min.  (Use  quickly) 
Jack  Towers  interviews  Ed.  Christian,  FAS. 

7Q56    "Why  Have  US  Cotton  Exports  to  Canada  Fallen  Off?"  Time  1:50  min.  (Use 
Quickly)    Answer  by  Fred  Rossiter,  US  Ag.  Attache  in  Canada. 

8Q56    "What  Products  Does  Canada  Import  from  US?"    Time  1:55  min.  (Use  quickly) 
Answer  by  Fred  Rossiter,  US  Ag.  Attache  in  Canada. 

9Q56    "How  Is  Canada's  Soybean  Production  Coming  Along?"  Time  1:^5  (Use 
quickly)  Answer  by  Fred  Rossiter,  US  Ag.  Attache  in  Canada. 

10Q56  "Can  Canada  Produce  All  the  Tobacco  She  Can  Use?"    Time  1:05  (Use 
quickly)  Answer  by  Fred  Rossiter,  US  Ag.  attache  in  Canada. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  June  k-9 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  June  %  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EOT.    "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:    "50th  Anniversary  of  Meat  Inspection"; 
and  "Hawaii  Gets  Ready  for  National  U-H  Club  Camp"  with  Fortunato  (Lucky)  Teho, 
U.  of  Hawaii, 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  June  9,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EOT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.  Features:  "Observations  on  Australian  and 
New  Zealand  Agriculture," 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  June  9,  9:30  to  9'  ^5  a.m.  EOT. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "The  Soil  Bank" 
with  a  USDA  official. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  June  8:    "New  Day  for  Sorghums"  shows 
in  16  still  pictures  the  basis  for  the  script  forecast  of  10  million  acres 
planted  to  new  hybrid  sorghums  in  next  five  years, 

What's  Happened  to  Texas? 

Jack  Jackson,  KCMO,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  admits  he  is  a  displaced  Texan, 
so  doesn't  want  to  make  the  claim  himself,  but  he  thinks  the  Texas  Farm  and 
Home  Program  was  started  in  1928.    That  was  what  he  was  brought  up  to  believe 
when  he  was  handling  the  show  down  there  in  the  mid- forties  -  at  that  time 
Texans  were  not  usually  born  inarticulate.    Meanwhile,  Tad  Moses  promises 
documentary  data  shortly.  ....  Farm  Program  Director  Bill  Smith  of  Oregon 
Ext.,  says  they  believe  they  can  not  only  make  Cy  Briggs '  Corvallis  claim 
stick,  but  set  the  date  back  a  year  earlier  than  '24.    Quoting  their  annual 
reports  Bill  says:  "On  March  26,  1923, the  first  educational  program  was  broad- 
cast from  KFDJ  under  the  auspices  of  the  Extension  Service,    These  programs 
continued  weekly  until  June  25,  1923."    Later  the  annual  reports  indicate 
regular  farm  programming  was  started  during  the  next  year  and  has  continued 
with  only  slight  interruption  since,    In  '25  KFDJ  changed  its  call  letters  to 
KOAC  which  has  operated  several  different  places  on  the  dial  and  had  several 
increases  in  power.    Bill  Smith's  question  is:  "Can  anyone  beat  the  date 
March  26,  1923?" 

Mahoney  on  a  Low  Milking  Stool 

We  don't  know  whether  CBS  Claude  Mahoney* s  shredded  vertebra  (Apr.  20 
Letter  et  seq. )  keeps  him  awake  or  not,  but  Monday  he  starts  a  farm  show  from 
5:30  to  5:^0  a.m.  Mon.  thru  Sat.  on  WTOP,  Washington.  Claude  has  to  get  up 
early  anyway  to  do  his  daily  7:30  a.m.  newscast  and  7:^0  feature  "Once  Over 
Lightly".    He  says  the  new  show  will  feature  Baltimore  markets,  weather  and 
general  farm  news  in  these  parts.  .  ,    Last  week  the  senior  class  of  Claude's 
alma  mater  presented  him  their  DePauw  'Old  Gold  Goblet'  award  for  his  eminence 
in  his  life.'s  work.    In  his  acceptance  speech,  Claude  took  his  cue  from  the 
old  farmer  who  had  just  been  informed  that  'They  have  got  a  way  now  to  git 
milk  out  of  peanuts'.    Pointing  out  that  the  graduates  this  year  are  "going 
out  into  a  world  with  international  horizons",  Mahoney  said:  "Don't  let  them 
scare  you,  though;  you  can  achieve  almost  anything  if  you  build  the  right  size 
milking  stool  for  the  job." 


Sincerely, 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


June  8,  1956 
Letter  No.  720 


The  Soil  Bank  program  is  under  way.    Today  Secretary  Benson  announced 
what  the  requirements  are  for  taking  part  in  the  Acreage  Reserve  features  of 
the  plan.    He  said  provisions  of  the  Conservation  Reserve  part  of  the  Soil  Bank 
will  be  announced  as  soon  as  practical.    On  the  Acreage  Reserve,  the  County 
Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Committees,  which  will  administer 
the  program,  will  announce  locally  when  the  program  agreements  are  ready  for 
signing  by  farmers  in  the  county  office.    At  that  time,  the  ASC  committees 

will  have  full  information  on  the  terms  and  conditions  Under  the  '56 

Acreage  Reserve,  farmers  who  are  eligible  to  take  part  in  the  program  may  earn 
payments  in  connection  with  one  or  more  of  the  commodities  specified  in  the 
law  --  corn,  wheat,  upland  or  extra  long  staple  cotton,  peanuts  (except 
Virginias  and  Valencias  for  which  there  is  no  surplus),  rice,  and  most  types 

of  tobacco   Last  week,  the  Secretary  announced  the  national  average 

rates  that  will  be  used  for  figuring  payments  which  can  be  earned  by  farmers 
growing  corn,  cotton,  wheat,  and  rice.    Today  he  announced  the  rates  for 

figuring  payments  for  tobacco  and  peanuts  under  the  Soil  Bank  Plan   

Those  tapes  we've  been  promising  you  on  the  Soil  Bank  will  surely  be  forth- 
coming next  week. 

Coming  Up.  .  . 

Day  before  yesterday  Secretary  Benson  officially  opened  the  Golden 
Anniversary  of  Meat  Inspection  exhibit  here.    On  June  27  the  Dep'ts  of  Agri. 
and  Health,  Educ.  E>  Welfare,  will  celebrate  passing  of  the  law  in  1906.  .  .  . 

Next  week,  June  13-20,  the  annual  National  U-H  Club  Camp  opens  here  

Also  June  27  a  committee  of  representatives  of  the  livestock  industry  and 
L.G.  Colleges,  etc.,  meets  in  St.  Louis  at  the  invitation  of  the  Secretary 
to  consider  site  proposals  for  a  new  animal  disease  laboratory. 

USDA  Honors  Jack  Towers 

Tuesday  the  Department  recognized  our  Jack  Towers  as  a  sound  information 
specialist  with  its  Superior  Service  Medal:  "For  conceiving  and  developing 
a  unique  two-way  flow  of  useful  and  timely  tape  recorded  reports  between  the 
Department  and  Land  Grant  Colleges,  for  presentation  to  the  public  through 
coast-to-coast  network  radio."  Jack  came  to  us  four  years  ago  from  the  USDA 
Prod.  &  Mktg.  Service.    He  joined  the  Department  in  'Ul.    Radio  discovered 
Jack  in  his  home  state  of  South  Dakota,  during  his  undergraduate  work  in  S.D. 
State  College  where  he  took  his  graduate  work  in  journalism  and  economics. . 
In  '37  he  joined  the  S.D.  Ext.  staff  as  radio  specialist  and  took  to  the  air 
as  a  licensed  plane  pilot  to  round  up  his  material  faster  in  the  wide  open 
spaces.    During  World  War  II,  Captain  Towers  helped  the  Army  navigate  its  big 
navy  of  landing  craft  in  the  Pacific.    Hi-Fi  Fan  Towers  navigates  at  top  speed 
with  the  radio  network  and  tape  recording  functions  of  our  small  staff.  It's 
the  first  time  a  member  of  the  Radio  &  TV  Service  has  been  so  honored  and  we 
are  proud  of  you  Jack,  you  old  tape  worm. 
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June  Report  on  Research  Progress 

In  its  June  "Agricultural  Research"  issued  today,  ARS  reported  its  plant 
breeders  and  engineers  have  made  advances  that  promise  to  take  half  the  labor 
out  of  sugar  "beet  thinning,  its  poultry  scientists  are  continuing  their  search 
for  the  basic  facts  needed  to  improve  fertility  and  hatchability  of  turkey 
eggs,  and  its  dairy  specialists  find  dairy  herd  improvement  is  being  speeded 
up  nationally  through  the  growing  use  of  proved  bulls.    Recommendations  for 
raw-pack  canning  of  fruits  and  vegetables  will  be  included  in  the  revised  USDA 
Home  and  Garden  Bulletin  8  on  "Home  Canning  of  Fruits  and  Vegetables" .  Since 
that  bulletin  won't  be  available  in  time  for  early  summer  canning,  the  USDA 
and  cooperating  experiment  stations  have  given  the  information  to  State  Exten- 
sion specialists,  universities,  and  colleges  At  the  ikth  International 

Dairy  Congress,  in  Rome,  Sept.  2^-28,  dairy  technologists  will  report  in  full 
on  the  new  time  and  labor-saving  way  of  making  Cheddar  cheese  worked  out  three 
years  ago  and  since  improved.    Meanwhile,  the  new  process  will  be  explained  by 
a  USDA  technologist  at  the  American  Dairy  Science  Association  annual  meeting 
June  19-21  at  Storrs,  Conn.    Other  reports  tell  why  nematodes  attack  tomato 
roots,  how  a  new  quick  test  exposes  sweetpotato  cork  virus,  and  new  plans  to 
give  consumers  better  Bartlett  pears  several  days  earlier. 

Ex-Radio  Pioneer  Wins  Award 

One  of  the  pioneers  in  radio  broadcasting,  James  B.  (Jimmy)  Hasselman, 
was  presented  the  USDA  Distinguished  Service  Award  on  Tuesday.  Jimmy  was 
cited  for  "attaining  national  recognition  through  his  skill  in  utilizing 
improved  information  techniques."    To  those  who  came  in  late,  that  means  the 
bang-up  good  job  he  has  done  as  director  of  the  information  division  of  the 
Commodity  Stabilization  Service.    To  those  who  remember  sportscasting  back  in 
crystal- set  days,  it  means  Hasselman  still  keeps  his  eye  on  the  ball,  enthusiasm 
in  his  voice,  and  a  clear  head  for  rapid-fire  analysis  of  the  facts  as  they 
happen  -  as  he  did  on  WKAR  back  in  1922.    Then  he  was  first  to  broadcast  live, 
play-by-play  reports  of  football  games  direct  from  the  field  of  play  -  Also 
first  to  include    the  incidental  crowd  noises.    Jimmy  started  that  while 
journalism  instructor  and  first  Ext.  Ed.  at  Michigan  State  College.    In  '2U- 
'25  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  start  a  "school  of  the  air"  for  farmers,  with  a 
check  on  listeners  with  certificates  to  enrollees  in  the  course.    All  that  was 
just  a  good  running  start  for  the  quarterbacking  he  has  done  for  years  in  the 
Department  in  calling  the  plays  on  such  complicated  information  programs  as 
price  supports,  surplus  disposal,  acreage  allotments,  marketing  quotas,  and 
storage  -  Incidentally,  the  program  he  started  at  WKAR  is  reported  still  under 
way. 

Wheat  is  Not  'Just  Wheat' 

"Better  understanding  is  needed  of  the  fact  that  wheat  is  not  'just 
wheat'".    At  Hays,  Kansas,  tonight,  Assistant  Secretary  Marvin  McLain  will 
remind  the  Kansas  Wheat  Improvement  Association  that  there  is  very  special 
market  demand  for  the  different  kinds.    Some  classes  are  interchangeable,  but 
others  are  not.    He  intends  to  point  out  that  wheat  farmers  themselves  have 
the  most  to  gain  from  a  better  understanding  of  the  specific  end-uses  for 
different  classes  of  wheat,  and  the  relative  demand  which  is  based  on  these 
uses.    Farmers  also  have  the  most  to  gain  from  a  knowledge  of  the  relative 
merits  of  different  varieties  within  classes.    Each  basic  class  has  its  own 
particular  markets  and  its  own  place  in  the  over-all  wheat  economy. 
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For  Seeing  Forest  and  Trees 

Forester "Playwright-Producer  Bill  Bergof fen,  FS,  got  one  of  the  USDA 
Superior  Service  Awards  for  '^)b  this  week.    He  was  cited:  "For  his  work  in 
the  production  of  department  radio  platters,  motion  picture,  TV  shorts,  and 
exhibits".    Last  year,  he  put  Smokey  Bear  in  shorts  with  a  musical  assist 
from  Bing  Crosby  and  Hollywood.    Maybe  you  recall  his  "Jelly  Elliott  and  the 
Three  Knotheads"  fire  prevention  transcription  series  that  won  the  '51  first 
award  by  the  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio  and  Television.    Also  some  of 
the  films  he  wrote  and  supervised,  such  as  "Then  It  Happened"  and  "River  Run". 
Bill  was  born  in  New  York  City,  but  literally  came  out  of  the  woods  into 
information.    Graduated  in  forestry  at  Syracuse  in  '31.    Knew  his  woods  as 
woods  foreman,  ass't  ranger,  and  ranger  before  coming  to  Washington- as  an 
information  specialist  in  '4o.    A  dramatist  at  heart,  he's  been  bringing  the 
woods  to  the  people  ever  since. 

More  Emphasis  on  Wool  Marketing 

Reports  received  by  the  Department  indicate  that  some  wool  growers  still 
have  the  impression  that  under  the  incentive  payment  program  it  makes  no 
difference  for  what  price  they  sell  their  wool.    USDA  pointed  out  yesterday 
that  incentive  payments  to  wool  growers  are  to  be  made  at  one  percentage  rate 
for  the  country  as  a  whole.    So  the  higher  the  price  the  individual  grower  gets 
for  his  wool  in  the  market,  the  greater  his  incentive  payment  will  be.    It  is 
to  the  advantage  of  each  wool  grower  to  do  a  good  job  of  marketing  and  get 
the  best  price  possible  for  his  wool.    He  benefits  at  once  by  the  larger 
immediate  cash  returns  and  again  later  in  the  larger  incentive  payment. 

First  Watershed  Projects  Authorized 

The  way  was  opened  today  for  prompt  action  on  what  Secretary  Benson 
called  one  of  the  most  important  resource  conservation  developments  this 
Nation  has  ever  undertaken.    The  Secretary  announced  the  final  State  and 
Federal  clearance  of  the  work  plans  for  the  first  group  of  13  upstream  water- 
shed projects  in  nine  states:  Delaware,  Georgia,  Iowa,  Nebraska,  New  Mexico, 
Oklahoma,  Texas,  Utah,  and  West  Virginia.    In  addition,  three  watershed  work 
plans  were  recently  presented  to  Congress.    Another  nine  work  plans  have  gone 
to  the  Bureau  of  the  Budget  on  their  way  to  Congress,  and  another  six  plans 
are  undergoing  inter-agency  review.    Still  other  plans  are  in  varying  stages 
of  completion.    All  together,  ^9*+  State- approved  applications  for  watershed 
planning  help  under  Public  Law  566  had  been  received  in  Washington  from  k6 
States  by  yesterday.    SCS  had  approved  l6k  of  these  for  planning.    SCS  is 
advising  its  State  conservationists  to  begin  immediately  to  provide  local  soil 
conservation  districts  and  other  organizations  taking  part  in  the  13  finally 
approved  watershed  projects  with  help  on  those  projects. 

Medfly  Spraying  Campaign  in  Florida 

Spraying  to  kill  the  Mediterranean  fruit  fly  will  begin  on  some 
180,000  acres  of  Florida  southeastern  coast  in  the  next  few  days.  Airplanes 
will  fly  over  that  land  and  spray  with  baited  insecticide.    A  half  million 
dollar  contract  was  let  day  before  yesterday  for  the  spraying  work,  and 
another  half  million  dollars  worth  of  bait  will  be  supplied  to  do  the  work. 
Intensive  surveys  of  the  precise  locations  to  be  treated  have  been  made  on 
the  ground  and  from  a  helicopter. 


-  k  - 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  June  11- 3.6 

NBC  "National  Farm  ana  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  June  16,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EOT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.  Features:  "Visit  to  National  1*-H  Club  Camp, 
Washington,  D.C." 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  June  l6,  9:30  to  9:^5  am  EDT. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  June  16,  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EDT.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Soil  Bank"  (tentative);  "A  Visit 
with  U-H  Club  Delegates";  and  "Story  of  Pasturing  Sheep  in  the  High  Range 
Country"  with  Archie  Harney,  Ext.  Ed.  in  Idaho. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Soil  Bank" 
(tentative ) . 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  June  15:  "Golden  Anniversary  of  Meat 
Inspection"  on  film,  with  plans  for  the  second  half  century. 

Farm  Youth  Sailing  Date  Change 

Everett  Bierman  telephoned  to  say  that  due  to  an  accident  to  the  "TSS 
Neptunia  (turbo  steamship)  at  Bremerhaven,  the  group  of  IFYEs  (international 
Farm  Youth  Exchangees)  who  were  to  have  sailed  on  that  vessel  from  Montreal, 
June  12,  will  now  leave  for  Europe  via  chartered  plane  from  Idlewild  Airport 
at  11  p.m.,  June  25.    Riding  with  them  will  also  be  the  group  originally 
scheduled  to  sail  June  15  on  the  "TSS  New  York".    These  groups  will  be  in 
Washington  from  the  ikth  to  the  25th  for  orientation  before  their  departure. 
All  the  IFYE  groups  have  this  orientation  in  Washington  before  leaving  except 
those  leaving  from  the  Pacific  Coast.    Orientation  for  them  is  given  at  the 
University  of  California  at  Berkeley. 

U.  S.  Farm  Markets  in  England  and  Denmark 

Interested  in  any  phase  of  the  ag.  situation  in  England  or  Denmark? 
Dr.  Eric  Englund,  U.S.  agricultural  attache  in  London,  arrives  in  New  York  City 
June  13,  and  will  be  available  for  TV  and  RFD  appearances.    He  was  long  time 
a  top  economist  in  USDA  and  is  now  a  veteran  (since  • ^3 )  of  the  agricultural 
attache  service.    Arr.  Washington  June  18.  Lv.  for  Chicago  and  west  coast 
June  28.    From  early  July  to  about  July  23  on  home  leave  in  Calif. ,  but  you 
can  reach  him  through  the  Dean,  College  of  Ag.,  U.  of  California,  Berkeley. 
Lv,  July  25  for  Oregon  State  College,  with  stops  at  Hood  River  and  Crater  Nat'l 
Park.    Aug.  5  Lv,  Portland,  Ore.,  Arr.  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Aug.  9«    Sails  for 

England  Aug.  18th  Sherwood  0.  Berg,  ag.  attache  to  Denmark,  is  on  home 

leave,  received  Superior  Service  Award  this  week  for  outstanding  work  in  help- 
ing Danish  farmers  and  Gov't  understand  U.S.  marketing  moves  in  dairy  products. 
We'll  have  short  tapes  with  both  Englund  and  Berg,  also  other  attaches,  as  they 
come  back. 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 

P.S.    We  don't  see  you  often  enough.    Our  visiting  friends  also  want  to  know 
what  you  look  like.    As  one  visual  aide  to  another,  send  us  your  picture  -  in 
action,  if  any  -  in  the  studio  or  on  the  farm.    We  will  give  it  eye-level 
billing  on  our  bulletin  board,  then  file  it  for  future  reference.  Thanks] 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


June  15;  1956 
Letter  No.  721 


Between  the  Soil  Bank  and  the  k-K  Club  Camp  here  this  week,  agriculture's 
future  plans  and  planners  seem  to  he  shaping  up  nicely.    Yesterday  the  200  h-E 
hoys  and  girls  here  from  k"(  States ,  heard  six  of  their  number  interview  a  panel 
of  administrators  from  ACP,  CSS,  Farmers  Home,  Federal  Extension,  Forest  Service, 
and  SCS  on  what  the  Department  does  in  their  counties.    After  that  they  had  a 
talk  from  ARS  Administrator  Byron  Shaw  on  how  research  serves  them,  then  toured 
the  Department's  Research  Center  at  Beltsville,  and  after  dinner  at  the  Log 
Lodge;  Frank  Teuton,  ARS,  showed  them  "Research  on  Parade".    But  most  of  you 
will  probably  get  tapes  and/or  pick  up  the  delegates  from  your  State  for  their 
direct  report  when  they  get  back  home.    The  Camp  runs  through  Wednesday,  June  20. 
Today  the  k-H-ers  are  up  on  Capitol  Hill  hearing  firsthand  "How  Laws  Are  Made" 
after  which  they'll  get  a  briefing  on  the  "Role  of  the  U.S.  in  World  Affairs". 

Farmer-Committeeman  Heads  Soil  Bank 

Howard  Doggett  is  heading  up  the  new  Soil  Bank  Program.    He  is  a 
Montana  farmer- rancher  and  U.  of  Montana  graduate,  who  owns  and  operates  a  cattle 
and  sheep  ranch  in  Meagher  County,  Mont.    He  was  chairman  of  the  Montana  State 
Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Committee,  when  he  was  brought  into 
Washington  to  direct  the  CSS  Northwest  Area  over  two  years  ago.    About  a  year 

ago,  he  took  on  broader  duties  with  the  staff  of  Secretary  Benson   As 

we  mentioned  last  week;  the  '5S  Acreage  Reserve  part  of  the  Soil  Bank  program 
is  well  under  way.    Your  State  and  County  ASC  Committees  now  have  the  rules  and 
regulations  governing  that  phase  of  the  program.    See  them  for  the  details  on 
how  it  will  work  in  your  part  of  the  country.    By  the  time,  or  shortly  after, 
you  get  this  Letter,  we  hope  to  have  for  you  an  over-all  statement  on  the  Soil 
Bank  from  Mr .  Doggett  -  also  in  short  order,  other  taped  recordings  on  the  Soil 
Bank  plan  as  it  applies  to  the  different  farm  commodities  it  covers  this  year 
....      As  Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  the  other  day,  the  Acreage  Reserve 
part  of  the  program  represents  the  temporary,  emergency  phases  of  the  program 
this  year.    The  Department  is  turning  its  attention  now  to  the  longer  term 
features  of  the  C on se r vat i on  Re 3 3 r re .    The  time  is  pretty  well  past  for  planting 
grass  and  trees  in  '56,  but  the  importance  of  the  Conservation  Reserve  is  ex- 
pected to  loom  larger  in  the  year  to  come.  ...  In  answer  to  questions  at  his 
news  conference  this  week,  the  Secretary  guessed  that  about  half  the  use  of 
the  temporary  part  of  the  plan  in  '56  would  be  in  the  drought -stricken  sections 
of  the  country.    He  pointed  out  that  the  rates  set  will  be  a  rather  strong 
incentive  to  go  in  on  the  plan.    However,  only  time  will  tell.  We  have  no  way 
of  knowing  yet  how  much  farmers  will  avail  themselves    of  the  plans  offered  to 
them. 


/See  Page  3  for  Soil  Bank  tape  listings/ 
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Rolling  Kitchens  Push  Wheat  Abroad 

The  recently  announced  U.S.  wheat -promotion  project  of  our  Foreign  Agri. 
Service  and  the  Oregon  Wheat  Growers'  League  will  include  kitchens  mounted  on 
buses  and  equipped  with  loud  speakers  and  removable  side  panels.  Nutritionists 
with  these  mobile  kitchens  will  move  about  Japan  showing  Japanese  housewives  how 
to  prepare  well-balanced,  low-cost  meals,  including  wheat  products.    The  special- 
ists will  explain  the  importance  of  wheat  foods  in  diet  and  health.    As  part  of 
the  same  general  project,  the  cooperators  will  use  the  facilities  of  the  Japanese 
baking  industry,  to  train  Jap  bakers  on  ways  to  improve  the  taste  and  quality  of 
their  wheat  products. 

Tall  Tale  From  Researchers 

Although  none  of  our  researchers  have  yet  managed  to  locate  or  re-breed 
such  tall-growing  varieties  as  those  seeds  for  which  Jack  (of  beanstalk  fame) 
traded  his  mother's  cow,  they  have  come  up  with  what  seems  like  the  next  best 
thing.    They  reported  yesterday  preliminary  greenhouse  experiments  in  which  they 
doubled  or  tripled  the  height  of  flowers,  and  crop  plants  such  as  snapbeans, 
soybeans,  corn,  and  barley.    They  did  it  by  applying  a  tiny  amount  of  a  growth- 
regulating  chemical  in  a  paste  mixture.    They  have  now  switched  to  a  spray 
mixture,  because  it  is  easier  to  apply.    They  see  no  immediate  practical  use  for 
their  discovery  of  the  remarkable  effects  of  the  chemical,  which  was  in  the  form 
of  gibberellic  acid;  obtained  from  a  fungus  disease  of  rice  in  Japan.  With 
dreams  of  Paul  Bunyan  in  the  back  of  their  heads,  they  applied  gibberellic  acid' 
to  two  species  of  pine  and  white  spruce  but  got  only  a  little  increase  in  growth 
of  new  shoots. 

Speaking  of  Woods  and  People  - 

A  study  is  now  under  way  to  develop  a  program  that  will  take  care  of 
present  recreation  use  of  our  forests  and  catch  up  with  the  use  that  seems 
likely  in  the  next  five  years.    Our  Forest  Service  expects  50  million  tourists 
and  vacationists  to  visit  U.S.  national  forests  this  year  -  or  5  million  more 
than  last  year.    Wednesday  Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  this  may  mean  the  S.R.O. 
sign  on  some  of  the  less  than  5,000  developed  recreation  area  facilities.  He 
indicated  the  aim  is  to  develop  our  forests  in  a  balanced  way  -  to  make  all  re- 
sources and  uses  of  the  forest ,  from  grazing  and  timber  and  water  to  wildlife 
and  recreation,  contribute  in  the  fullest  extent  possible  to  the  needs  of  our 
increasing  population. 

Drought  Disaster  Looms  Larger 

Next  Monday,  Kenneth  Scott,  member  of  Secretary  Benson's  policy  staff 
who  has  direct  charge  of  USDA  disaster  relief  programs,  will  meet  with  field 
representatives  and  the  USDA-Missouri  State  Drought  Committee,  at  Bethany,  Mo. , 
to  work  out  possible  relief  measures  for  11  drought- stricken  Missouri  counties. 
Currently,  ihk  counties  in  eight  States       Arizona,  Colorado,  Kansas,  Nevada, 
New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Texas,  and  Washington  have  been  designated  as  drought 
disaster  areas.    Farmers  and  ranchers  in  those  areas  can  get  certain  CCC  feed 
grains,  through  their  local  feed  dealers,  at  a  reduction  in  price  of  $1*00  a 
hundredweight.    As  you  probably  noticed  in  the  General  Crop  Report  Monday,  many 
sections  haven't  had  enough  rain  and  badly  need  more  soil  moisture.  However, 
over  much  of  the  country,  warmer  weather  was  reported  needed.    This,  presumably, 
does  not  include  the  District  of  Columbia. 
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Interest  High  in  New  Animal  Lab 

Our  folks  report  they've  had  a  lot  of  inquiries  about  the  proposed  new 
animal  disease  laboratory  the  Department  plans  to  locate  in  conjunction  with 
some  Land-Grant  College  or  University.    USDA  veterinary  researchers  plan  for 
room  to  work  on  25  different  animal  diseases  at  the  same  time,  but  so  arranged 
that  there  will  be  no  possibility  of  exposing  animals  in  one  section  to  any  of 
the  diseases  on  which  work  may  be  under  way  in  another  section.    The  new  lab 
is  urgently  needed  because  old  inadequate  facilities  in  Washington,  Auburn,, 
Ala. ,  and  Denver,  Colorado,  have  caused  the  closing  down  of  research  on  several 
important  livestock  diseases.    After  the  hearings  at  the  Hotel  Statler  in 
St.  Louis  on  June  27,  the  site  committee  will  choose  from  three  to  five  locations 
for  further  on-the-ground  consideration,  will  inspect  and  review  the  advantages 
of  each,  and  then  make  their  recommendations  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

New  Advances  in  Brucellosis  Campaign 

This  week  two  States,  Washington  and  Wisconsin,  were  officially  rated 
as  nearly  free  of  brucellosis.    They  were  designated  as  Modified  Certified 
Brucellosis-free,  which  means  not  more  than  1  percent  of  the  State's  cattle 
and  not  more  than  5  percent  of  its  herds  are  infected  with  this  disease.  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  and  North  Carolina  were  already  so  designated.  Federal-State 
cooperators  say  the  program  should  move  ahead  until  each  State  is  completely 
free  of  the  disease.    They  hold  eradication  is  possible. 

Insect  Conditions  Become  Threatening 

The  Federal-State  Cooperative  Economic  Insect  Survey  today  reported 
grasshoppers  damaging  or  threatening  crops  in  California,  Washington,  Nevada, 
New  Mexico,  Kansas,  Mo.,  Iowa,  Minn.,  Okla. ,  and  Ark.    European  corn  borers 
are  developing  fast  in  Iowa,  111.,  S.  Dak.,  Wis.,  but  later  than  last  year  in 
Minn,  and  111.    Alfalfa  weevils  continue  damage  in  infested  Eastern  States, 
and  damage  noticeable  to  severe  in  Utah  and  Idaho.  .  .  .Boll  weevils  getting 
numerous  in  lower  Piedmont  of  N.C.;  increasing  considerably  near  Florence,  S.C.; 
weevil  population  already  heavy  in  east  central  Ga. ,  and  in  some  delta  counties 
in  Miss.    Very  unusual  early  appearance  of  bollworms  in  Miss,  delta. 

(Save  This)  (More  to  Follow) 

USDA  TAPS  CATALOGUE 

Send  a  tape  for  free  copies.     Order  by  number  and  subject. 

1SB66  "Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve  Applied  to  Corn  in  '56"    Time  2:50  min. 
(Use  quickly)    Statement  by  Ass't  Secretary  Marvin  McLain. 

2SB66  "Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve  Applied  to  IJheat  in  '5o"    Time:  2:k0  min. 

(Use  quickly)  Statement  by  Howard  Doggett,  who  heads  up  the  Soil  Bank. 

3SB66  "Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve  Applied  to  Cotton  in  '56"    Time:  3:50  min. 

(Use  quickly)  Statement  by  F.  M.  (Dusty)  Rhodes,  chief  cotton  branch,  CSS 

Rice,  tobacco,  peanuts,  and  feed  grains  also  in  the  mill.    Ready  by  the  time 
your  tape  arrives. 


-  k . 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  June  18-23 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  June  23,  9:30  to  9:k$  am  EOT. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  June  23,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EDT.  "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"    Features:  "American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engineers'  Meeting" 
at  Roanoke,  Va. ,  with  Bob  Rees,  VPI. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  June  23,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EDT. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Jules  Renaud.    Features:  "Meeting  of  the  American  Society 
of  Agricultural  Engineers"  at  Roanoke,  Va. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Interviews  with 
k-E  Club  Delegates  at  National  Camp." 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  June  22:  "Water  for  You  and  Me",  the 
story  of  efforts  being  made  to  maintain  sirpplies  of  pure  water  for  home, 
industry  and  recreation,  as  told  in  19  photos. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men 

Thanks  to  Jake  Brofee,  Maine  Broadcasting  System,  Portland,  for  sending 
his  photo  which  now  adorns  our  'Heard  and  Seen'  Gallery  of  Notable  RFDs  - 
also  Bob  Miller  and  Bill  Alford,  ULW,  Cincinnati.    Let  us  have  YOUR  picture 

next  RFD  Burt  Hutchison,  KDKA,.  Pittsburgh,  came  in  for  the  k-E  Camp 

this  week  Bob  Christianson,  RFD  at  KNUJ;  New  Ulm,  Minn. ,  dropped  by 

to  say  hello.     Bob  is  shepherding  some  30  *J~H  youngsters  on  a  tour.    They  bus 
from  here  to  U.  Va. ,  where  they'll  spend  a  week  with  host  farm  families.  This 
is  an  exchange  visit  idea  --  next  year  \J.  Va.  k-E-ers  will  visit  in  Minnesota. 
Bob  is  keeping  busy  otherwise  too.    Five  farm  shows  a  day  Monday  through 
Saturday  plus  farm  coverage  for  the  "Daily  Journal",  the  station's  sister 

newspaper    NBC  Milton  Bliss  and  Jerry  Seaman  of  the  National  Farm 

and  Heme  Hour,  are  in  from  Chicago  to  pick  up  the  National  ^~H  Club  Camp 
here  this  week. 

Caution  on  Uheat  Seizure 

The  Food  and  Drug  Administration  calls  our  attention  to  the  wording  of 
the  new  grain  regulation  governing  insect  and  rodent  contamination  which  goes 
into  effect  July  1.     Under  the  new  tolerance,  wheat  in  interstate  transit  will 
be  subject  to  seizure  if  it  contains  one  or  more  rodent  pellets  per  pint,  or 
one  percent  or  more  by  weight  insect- damaging  kernels. 

Orders  for  Soil  Bank  Tapes 


Those  of  you  who  sent  in  tapes  for  Soil  Bank  subjects  are  having  your 
orders  filled  and  recordings  mailed  to  you  today.     See  USDA  Tape  Catalogue  on 
Page  3  for  list  of  tapes  recorded  or  in  process.     If  you  haven't  already  done 
so,  you  can  help  by  getting  in  your  orders  promptly.     Just  send  us  a  blank 
tape  and  say  which  dubs  you  wish. 

Sincerely, 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 

P.S.  Jack  Towers  and  I  will  meet  you  at  the  NATRFD  meeting  in  the  Twin  Cities, 
June  21,  22,  and  23- 

lb 


RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


June  22.  19 5o 
LetterNo.  722 


If  you  managed  to  make  it  to  the  NATRFD  meeting,  you  are  probably  even 
new  hearing  most  all  the  news  from  these  parts  from  Chief  Eeaty  or  Jack  Towers. 
Since  they  left  here,  however,  several  items  have  turned  up  that  you  might  want 
to  know  about.  .  .  .  Yesterda3r,  for  instance,  the  Department  announced  payment 
rates  under  the  '55  wool  incentive  program.    At  the  rates  announced,  each  wool 
grower  will  get  an  incentive  payment  of  §kk.$0  for  every  ')100  he  manages  to  get 
from  the  sale  of  his  shorn  wool.    The  County  Agricultural  Stabilization  and 
Conservation  offices  will  begin  making  payments  shortly  after  July  1.    As  you 
know,  those  payments  are  aimed  to  boost  wool  production  by  encouraging  wool 
growers  to  improve  the  quality  of  their  wool  and  to  market  it  at  the  best  price 
they  can.    A  lot  depends  on  the  farmer  himself.    The  higher  price  he  gets  for 
his  wool  in  the  open  market  the  bigger  his  incentive  payment.  .  .Today  Secretary 
Benson  is  talking  before  the  Corn  Belt  Farm  Family  Field  Day,  at  Eldora,  Iowa. 
Among  other  things,  he's  discussing  the  extensive  changes  in  agriculture  during 
the  past  30  years  and  the  place  of  the  Soil  Bank  in  bringing  a  better  balance  in 
farm  production. 

Fig  Prospects  and  Fruit  Outlook 

Yesterday,  USDA's  Crop  Reporting  Board  made  its  spring  pig  report  for 
'55.    It  is  based  on  a  survey  of  155,000  farm  and  ranch  operators,  made  with  the 
help  of  rural  mail  carriers  throughout  the  country.     It  shows  an  0  percent  smaller 
spring  pig  crop  this  spring  than  last  spring.    And  farmers  report  they  plan  a 
smaller  fall  pig  crop.    The  economists  estimate  that  if  farmers  carry  out  their 
intentions,  the  total  spring  and  fall  crops  will  amount  to  8  percent  less  than 
last  year  or  about  80  million  head.    That  would  be  only  a  little  below  average. 
This  spring  again  farmers  set  a  new  record  of  G.jk  pigs  saved  per  litter.  Last 
year's  record  was  6. 90.    The  trend  toward  earlier  farrowings  continues.   .  Today 
AT£>  reported  the  total  supply  of  deciduous  fruits  for  '56-'  57  will  be  much  the 
same  as  this  past  year;  if  the  weather  runs  about  average  the  rest  of  the  growing 
season.    The  prospect  for  this  year  is  for  a  crop  about  the  same  size  as  last 
year.     Demand  is  expected  to  continue  strong. 

Alfalfa  Pest  Challenges  Research 

ARS  Adm'r  Byron  Shaw  told  the  Northeastern  Branch  of  the  American  Society 
of  Agronomy  at  Beltsville  this  week  there  is  no  evidence  yet  that  climate, 
geography  or  other  conditions  will  prevent  the  alarming  spread  of  the  fast- 
multiplying  spotted  alfalfa  aphid  to  all  parts  of  the  U.S.    This  pest  offers  a 
real  challenge  to  scientists. 
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Fan  Cattle  to  Boost  Gains 

We  are  not  suggesting  you  sit  down  "beside  a  steer  and  fan  him  with  a 
palm  leaf  fan.    You'll  need  a  real  big  electric  fan  for  this  job.    That  is  what 
USDA  and  California  scientists  used  in  co-op  experiments  that  boosted  Hereford 
steer  gains  by  a  pound  a  day.    They  mounted  a  h2- inch  fan  on  a  corral  fence 
and  directed  the  air  flow  toward  the  center  and  under  a  10-foot  high,  hay 
covered  shade  in  the  corral.    That  didn't  make  cooler  temperature  under  the 
shade ,  just  provided  a  stronger  breeze.    They  think  their  tests  indicate  future 
promise  in  mechanical  fanning  to  increase  cattle  gains  in  hot  weather.    They  say 
it  suggests  it  will  pay  cattlemen  to  make  effective  use  of  all  natural  summer 
breezes. 

Every  Other  Peach  Basket  Upside  Down 

Our  marketing  researchers  this  week  reported  they'd  confirmed  previous 
tests  on  loading  tub  baskets  of  southern  peaches  in  railroad  cars.  Loading 
every  other  basket  upside  down,  instead  of  the  usual  side-to-side  loading  of 
the  semiconical  baskets,  makes  for  less  basket  breakage  and  less  fruit  damage 
in  the  inverted  load  —  may  reduce  it  as  much  as  two-thirds  and  save  more  than 
one- quarter  of  a  million  dollars  a  year. 

Fight  Rats  with  Television 

Sullivan  County,  Tenn. ,  h-ll  Club  members  report  they  found  demonstrating 
rat  control  on  WJHL-TV,  Johnson  City,  an  effective  way  to  attack  the  rat  problem 
and  boost  the  clean  grain  program.    Just  a  list  of  their  eye-catching"props" 
gives  a  good  line  on  their  lively  scripts.    Their  props  included  two  live  rats, 
a  sack  of  meal  (hole  in  sack),  ear  corn,  Warfarin,  liquid  rat  poison  in  small 
flat  pan,  garbage  can,  hardware  cloth,  small  piece  of  sheet  metal,  mouse  and 
rat  traps,  steel  trap,  cat,  dog,  and  rifle. 

Reports  from  Main  Insect  Fronts 

That  fruit  pest,  the  Medfly,  continues  to  spread  in  Florida.  Infesta- 
tions have  been  discovered  in  three  new  counties  since  the  middle  of  last  week, 
making  a  total  of  18  counties  where  specimens  have  been  found  since  the  first 
discovery  April  13.     In  the  majority  of  these  counties  only  light  spot  infesta- 
tion have  been  found.    Those  spots  have  been  immediately  treated  and  put  under 
tight  State  quarantine  regulations.  .  .  .The  overall  European  corn  borer  situa- 
tion looks  somewhat  more  favorable,  but  it  is  too  early  to  say  what  these  pests 
will  do.  .   .  .Heavy  grasshopper  populations  have  shown  up  in  parts  of  Kansas, 
Missouri,  and  Iowa  -  New  Mexico,  Wyoming,  and  Okla.  .  .  .  The  armyworm  situation 
still  looks  pretty  good,  compared  with  heavy  infestations  of  past  two  seasons 
.  .  .  .Boll  weevil  infestations  continue  high  in  parts  of  Georgia.  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Louisiana,  light  to  medium  in  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and 
Texas , 

Want  Weekly  Report  on  British  Agriculture? 

BBC  Program  Department's  Lillian  Lang  tells  us  they  are  now  sending 
several  radio  stations  in  this  country  a  weekly  two-minute  report  by  Alastair 
Dunnett  on  "British  Agriculture  in  '56".    She  says  they  would  be  more  than 
happy  to  extend  this  service  to  more  stations.     If  any  other  of  you  want  it, 
let  us  know  and  we'll  pass  the  word  along  to  Lillian  Lang,  and  BBC. 
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Abou  Ben  Alampi 

(May  his  tribe  increase.1)  -  The  2 5th  national  k-R  Club  Camp,  which  closed  here 
this  vreek,  cited  your  ex-prexy  NATTFD  and  NBC  fs  farm  and  garden  director,  Phil 
Alampi ,  for  his  outstanding  contribution  to  the  development  of  ^-H  Club  work.  The 
Camp  named  Phil  and  seven  other  persons  as  "Friends  of  k-R" .    He  and  two  young 
Alampi  boys  brought  his  award  plaque  in  for  us  to  see.    l/hile  still  a  sophomore  in 
high  school  Phil  was  responsible  for  organizing  the  first  k-R  poultry  club  in 
Gloucester  County,  N.J. ,  and  he  has  actively  supported  the  k-R  program  ever  since. 
On  July  1,  Phil  becomes  Secretary  of  Agriculture  for  New  Jersey  The  white- 
clad  k-H'ers  closed  their  Camp  with  their  usual  colorful  candlelight  ceremony,  in 
the  turquoise -tiled  Aztec  garden  in  which  the  Pan-American  Union  commemorates  one 
of  the  ancient  corn-fed  civilizations  that  developed  on  this  Hemisphere -hundreds  of 
years  before  k-R  Clubs  came  along. 

U.S.  Lands  In  Oregon  Unscrambled 

Yesterday,  the  Secretaries  of  Agriculture  and  Interior  cut  a  Gordian  knot  in 
the  administration  of  Federal  Lands  in  Oregon.  They  signed  an  order  swapping  large 
blocks  of  land  so  as  to  consolidate  the  holdings  of  each  Department.    Thereby  they 
simplify  a  tangle  of  complicated  administrative  problems  that  stem  from  the  old 
checker-board  pattern  of  public  lands  and  government  grants  to  railroads  in  the 
West.    In  this  case,  grants  to  the  Oregon  and  California  Railroad  in  1866. 

(Tear  off  and  Return  with  Blank  Tape)  

USDA  SOIL  BANK  TAPES  CHECK  LIST 

Check  the  Tapes  you  Uant 

1SB66      "Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve  Applied  to  Corn  in  '56."  Time  2:50  min. 

Statement  by  Ass't  Secretary  Marvin  McLain.  (Use  quickly) 

2SB66      "Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve  Applied  to  IJheat  in  '56."    Time  2:k0  min. 

Statement  by  Howard  Doggett,  who  heads  Soil  Bank.         (Use  quickly) 

3SB66      "Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve  Applied  to  Cotton  in  '56."    Time  3:50  min. 

Statement  by  F.M.  (Dusty)  Rhodes,  Chief,  Cotton  Branch,  CSS.  (Use  quickly) 

kSB66      "Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve  Applied  to  Feed  Grains  in  "56."  Time  2:20  min. 

Statement  by  Ualter  Berger,  Associate  Adm'r.  CSS.  (Use  quickly) 

5SB66      "Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve  Applied  to  Peanuts  in  '56."    Time  2:25  min. 

Statement  by  James  Thigpen,  Dir.  Oil  and  Peanut  Div. ,  CSS.     (Use  quickly) 

6SB66      "Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve  Applied  to  Rice  in  *56."    Time  3:00  min. 

Statement  by  John  Dean,  Gen'l  Sales  Mgr.,  CSS.  (Use  quickly) 

7SB66      "Soil  Eank  Acreage  Reserve  Applied  to  Tobacco  in  '56."    Time  2:25  min. 

Statement  by  Clarence  Miller,  Dir.  of  Tobacco  Div. ,  CSS    (Use  quickly) 

*8SBo6    "Soil  Bank"  Time  3:50  min. 

Statement  in  general  terms  by  Secretary  Benson  (Use  quickly) 

*No  blank  tape  needed  for  this  last  one.  It  has  already  been  mailed  to  all  of  you. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  June  25-30 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  June  30,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EDT.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Marketing  Flowers  and  Potted 
Plants  in  Supermarket"  with  Art  Smith,  Ass't  Ext.  Ed.,  Ohio  State  U. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  June  30,  12  to  12:30  p.m. 
EBT.     "USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Report  on  American  Home 
Economics  Association  Convention  in  Washington,  D.  C."  with  Alice  Skelsey  and 
guest  home  ec.  teacher;  and  "Water  Rights  Conference  in  Chicago." 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  June  30,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m. 
EBT.    Mahoney  will  also  discuss  the  "Farm  Situation"  on  the  Garry  Moore  Show 
Fri.  June  29,  at  10:00  a.m.  over  CBS  TV  network. 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "New  Developments 
in  Agricultural  Research"  with  Ernie  Moore,  ARS. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Fri.  June  29:  "Beltsville  News  Reel  No.  3" 
including  Zoysia  Grass  for  Lawns;  New  Silage  Methods;  and  More  Strawberries 
from  Virus-Free  Plants."    6  min.  Sound  on  film. 

Cagney's  "Today  and  Tomorrow" 

John  C.  Gibbs  of  the  Conservation  Foundation  says  that  the  transcribed 
conservation  radio  series  "Today  and  Tomorrow"  can  be  rebroadcast  without 
charge.    James  Cagney  narrated  the  13  programs,  all  taped  on  location,  to  report 
conservation  achievement  by  communities  and  industries.    Each  is  just  under  30 
minutes.    Subjects  range  from  soil  to  oil,  trees  to  floods.     If  you'd  like  to 
rebroadcast  any  of  these  NBC  tapes,  drop  a  note  to  Gibbs,  Audio- Visual  Dept., 
the  Conservation  Foundation,  30  East  Uoth  Street,  New  York  l6,  N.  Y. 

Chasing  Rainbows  on  the  Horizon 

"Color"  is  coming  up.    It  will  form  the  main  theme  of  the  USDA  Office 
of  Information's  5th  Annual  Audio- Visual  Workshop  scheduled  for  Jan.  28- 
Feb.  1,  1957-     Jot  down  that  date.    Place  the  rainbow  will  reach  the  ground  - 

Washington,  D.C  From  WIBX  "The  Voice  of  the  Mohawk  Valley"  we  learn 

that  former  RFD  Ed.  Slusarczyk  is  now  beating  the  drums  for  a  dairy  products 
association  around  the  Rome-Utica  region.    WIBX  will  continue  its  farm  program 
....  Against  the  background  of  the  Port  City  Stock  Yards,  Export  Division, 
we  are  now  looking  at  RFD  Dewey  Compton  and  Farm  Reporter  L.  0.  Tiedt  in 
official  Texas  gear,  standing  beside  their  KTRH  cars,  ready  to  rush  the  market 
news  to  their  Houston  station  -  Thanks,  Texans.'  ....  Thanks,  too,  to  Loren 
Hiddleson,  WXEX-TV;  Petersburg,  Va. ,  for  his  contribution  to  our  "Heard  and 
Seen  Gallery"  and  his  idea  that  came  with  it.    He  is  caught  right  in  the  act 

of  broadcasting  with  farm  scenery  and  props  to  help  tell  the  story  

Next,  across  the  wire  fence,  the  WLW,  Cincinnati,  car  has  paused  while  RFDs 
Bob  Miller  and  Bill  Alf ord  swap  farm  news.   .   .   .Just  in  case  Chief  Beaty  doesn't 
get  a  chance  to  thank  you  in  person  at  the  NATRFD  meeting,  he's  asked  us  to 
thank  all  of  you,  for  all  of  us,  for  those  photos.    How  about  the  photos  from 
you  other  RFDs? 

Sincerely, 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  L£TT£ 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


June  29,  I956 
Letter  Wo.  723 


Four  thousand  ladies  of  the  American~Home  Economics  Association  have 
convened  here  this  week  so  quite  a  lot  of  good  nutrition  is  in,  and  on,  the 

air  hereabouts  Our  HATRFD  Twin  City  meeting  last  week  turned  out 

most  happily  -  but  we'll  note  some  of  the  things  that  happened  there  a  little 
later.  .  .  Meanwhile,  let's  consider  the  Soil  Bank,  the  ag.  trade  promotion 
plans,  and  other  developments  that  have  been  popping  around  here  like  a  double 
pack  of  fire-crackers  at  a  Fourth  of  July  picnic.     Come  Independence  Day,  let's 
not  neglect  that  vise  old  agriculturist  and  home  ec.  expert,  Ben  Franklin. 
This  is  his  250th  birth  year.    Besides  helping  Tom  Jefferson  with  the  Declaration 
he  it  was  who  noticed  a  seed  in  a  broom  imported  from  England.     He  planted  that 
seed  -  and  so  became  the  father  of  the  broomcorn  raising  business  in  this  country 
Old  Lightning  Rod  made  a  clean  sweep  with  other  firsts,  too,  as  well  as  bringing 
real  heat  to  the  living-room  with  the  Franklin  stove,  which  was  the  center  of 
things  there  before  the  family  got  a  television  set. 


Distance  Champ  Heads  REA  Team 


You  probably  noticed  the  new  REA  Administrator,  David  Hamil,  was  sworn 
in  this  week.    In  his  college  days  at  Hastings,  Neb.,  he  became  Midwestern  AAU 
champion  in  the  3"2""-mile  cross-country  run.    He  has  covered  a  lot  of  distance 
since  then,  too,  but  not  all  on  foot.     Dave  and  his  brother  Don  run  a  cattle 
feeding  business  on  3>600  acres  of  land  in  Logan  County,  Colo.     He's  a  legisla- 
tor of  long  experience,  has  served  seven  terms  as  Speaker  of  the  Colorado  House 
of  Representatives.     He  helped  organize  an  electric  co-op  with  130  members, 
which  now' has  ^,000.   .   .   .  Speaking  of  farm  co-ops,  USDA's  Farmer  Co-op  Service 
to  all  kinds  of  farm  co-ops,  will  celebrate  its  30th  birthday  in  the  Jefferson 
Auditorium  here  on  July  11th  with  the  premier  showing  of  a  new  motion  picture, 
"Farmer  Cooperatives  Today".    FCS  helps  make  more  efficient  the  10,000  co-ops 
now  serving  three  out  of  five  American  farmers. 

Soil  Bank  Doing  "Land-Office  Business" 

State  and  county  ASC  committees  throughout  the  country  report  many  farmers 
now  'depositing'  land  in  the  '56  Acreage  Reserve  section  of  the  Soil  Bank. 
Committees  have  moved  fast.    For  example,  in  Iowa  most  counties  had  already 
started  signing  acreage  reserve  agreements  the  first  of  this  week.     State  and 
county  offices  have  held  meetings  in  rapid  fire  order  to  get  the  details  of  the 
plan  to  the  farmers  as  fast  as  possible.     Commenting  on  the  progress,  Secretary 
Benson  said  this  week  "I  am  greatly  pleased  that  we  have  been  able  to  put  the 
Soil  Bank  program  into  operation  so  promptly.    Because  the  program  was  authorized 
so  late  in  the  planting  season,  speed  was  especially  important."    Millions  of 
copies  of  application  forms  had  to  be  printed  and  forwarded  to  3^000  agricultural 
counties  on  a  rush  basis. 
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Alice  Takes  in  New  Wonderland 


Alice  Skelsey.of  our  office,  who  flitted  in  and  out  of  exhibits  and 
meetings  this  week,  to  sample  the  whole  kjth  annual  convention  of  the  American 
Home  Economics  Association,  warns  us  to  watch  out  for  the  women.    The  tremendous 
progress  that  has  been  made  in  the  field  of  home  economics  is  only  a  sample  of 
things  to  come.    Long  since  past  the  era  of  cooking  and  sewing,  home  economics 
today  and  for  the  future  embraces  the  whole  of  family  living.    Alice  retained 
three  general  impressions:  automation,  color,  and  saving  —  appliances  that 
roll  out,  swing  out,  pop  out,  glide  out,  and  disappear  in  the  same  manner 
color  -  -  not  just  pastels  -  -  but  every  color,  spring  violet,  slate  blue, 
bright  red,  shocking  pink  -  57  varieties  --  and  saving  --  of  time,  energy, 
gray  hairs,  and  good  disposition. 

Another  Pipe  with  the  Indians 

Starting  July  1,  USDA  extends  its  extension  work  to  the  Indians.  For 
the  past  two  years,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  has  carried  on  its  extension 
program  in  agriculture  and  home  economics  through  State  Extension  Services  by 
contract  arrangement  in  16  States.    From  that  experience,  Chief  Emmons  of 
Indian  Affairs  finds  Extension  Services  better  organized,  better  staffed,  and 
better  equipped  than  the  Indian  Bureau  to  do  that  work.    So  Interior  and 
Agriculture  have  signed  a  new  agreement  giving  USDA  Ext.  overall  responsibility 
for  helping  State  Ext.  Services.    After  passing  the  pipe,  Ext.  Chief  Ferguson 
and  Indian  Affairs  Chief  Emmons  both  allowed  as  how  the  new  agreement  will 
bring  about  more  effective  guidance  work  in  agriculture  and  home  economics  for 
Indians. 

More  Special  Milk  for  Children 

Secretary  Benson  says  the  Special  Milk  Program  for  Children,  which  this 
year  operated  in  62,000  schools,  with  a  total  milk  use  of  about  one  billion  ^1-00 
million  half -pints,  has  proved  how  effectively  milk  consumption  by  children  can 
be  increased.    He  predicts  substantial  expansion  next  year,  as  the  program  is 
made  available  to  child-care  institutions  devoted  to  underprivileged  children 
as  well  as  to  schools.    This  greater  use  of  mill:  is  of  great  importance  both  to 
children  and  to  dairy  farmers. 

U.S.  Milk  in  New  Forms  Abroad 

You  remember  last  year  USDA  foreign  dairy  and  marketing  specialists 
reported  a  chance  we  might  convert  large  quantities  of  our  butter  into  ghee 
and  market  it  in  the  Far  and  Middle  East.    Ghee  keeps  a  long  time,  needs  no 
refrigeration ,  can  be  made  by  heating  butter,  and  Easterners  prefer  it.  Our 
folks  found  we  could  make  an  acceptable  ghee.    This  week,  the  Department 
announced  that  Pakistan  has  bought  nearly  2  million  pounds  of  American-made  ghee 
worth  over  a  million  dollars.    This  first  sale  is  expected  to  prove  the  fore- 
runner of  other  similar  transactions  At  the  International  Trade  Fair  at 

Barcelona,  Spain,  this  month,  USDA  and  Pairy  Industries  Society,  International, 
showed  a  small  dairy  plant  re-combining  mill:  and  ice  cream  and  they  dispensed 
samples  of  milk  and  ice  cream  cones  to  long  lines  of  visitors.  Department 
specialists  say  this  and  other  international  Fairs  have  demonstrated  that  tasty 
dairy  foods  made  with  high-quality  U.S.  dried  milk  and  processed  butter  fat  can 
be  produced  anywhere  in  the  world.   .   .   .In  the  past  2.\  years,  Japan  has  bought 
about  22  million  pounds  of  our  CCC- owned  dry  milk  solids  for  use  in  the  Japanese 
school  lunch  program.     Japan  bought  half  that  total  this  week. 


Emergency  Soil  Bank  Grazing 


Commenting  on  the  conditions  under  which  special  permission  will  be 
given  to  graze  land  in  the  Acreage  Reserve  of  the  Soil  Bank,  Secretary  Benson 
pointed  out  that  the  main  reason  for  the  ban  on  grazing  in  the  Soil  Bank  is  to 
protect  livestock  and  dairy  farmers  against  increased  production.    Under  condi- 
tions of  severe  natural  disaster,  he  indicated  the  interests  of  the  livestock 
and  dairy  industries  may  be  served  best  by  permitting  emergency  grazing.  He 
explained  the  objective  of  the  permission  to  graze,  is  to  help  farmers  and 
ranchers  hold  on  to  their  foundation  herds.     Where  conditions  are  severe  enough 
to  warrant  grazing  permission,  there  will  be  no  danger  of  increased  production. 
The  conditions  announced  today  are:     for  special  grazing  permission,  the  area 
must  have  been  designated  as  a  major  disaster  area  under  the  lav,  the  Governor 
of  the  State  in  which  such  designated  counties  are  situated  certifies  the  need 
to  permit  grazing  on  the  Acreage  Reserve  land  because  of  natural  disaster .  and 
then  the  Secretary  determines  the  need  and  consents  to  such  grazing  in  order  to 
alleviate  damage  and  hardship. 

Spotted  Alfalfa  Aphid's  Latest  Advance 

That  spreading  pest  we  mentioned  last  week,  the  spotted  alfalfa  aphid, 
has  now  been  reported  for  the  first  time  from  Mississippi.     It  is  showing  up 
for  the  first  time  this  year  in  Idaho  and  Colorado.    Some  buildup  locally  in 
Texas  and  Utah,  but  populations  remain  low  in  Kansas ,  Missouri,  and  Oklahoma. 
The  Co-op  Economic  Insect  Pest  Survey  also  reports  grasshoppers  continue  a 
major  problem  in  Iowa,  are  heavy  in  some  parts  of  Colorado  and  Wyoming,  and 
damage  is  showing  up  in  several  Utah  counties. 

Many  Seek  Animal  Disease  Laboratory 

The  four-days  of  hearing  sessions  for  offers  of  sites  for  the  proposed 
new  animal  disease  laboratory  closes  at  St.  Louis  tomorrow  night.  Thirty-one 
State  Land  Grant  Colleges  and  Universities  will  probably  have  been  heard  from 
with  site  proposals,  and  maybe  a  number  of  other  proposals  will  be  made.  Before 
making  its  final  recommendations,  the  site  committee  will  visit  a  selected  list 
of  locations  for  on-the -ground  inspections. 

Everything  but  Babe ,  the  Blue  Ox 

Maynard  Speece,  Cal  Karnstedt,  Raymond  Wolf  and  Jim  Hill    those  latter 
day  versions  of  Paul  Bunyan,  the  Colossus  of  the  Northwest,  ably  carried  on 
the  tradition  of  bigness  in  their  handling  of  the  spring  meeting  of  the  ITat'l 
Ass'n  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  in  the  Twin  Cities.  Attendance 
of  about  a  hundred,  with  wives  and  families  all  over  the  place,  lapped  up  the 
full  three-day  program,  climaxed  by  a  cruise  on  one  of  Minnesota's  10,000  lakes. 

At  a  half-day  business  session  called  to  order  by  Prexy  John  McDonald, 
VJSM,  Fashville,  the  group  declined  to  accept  the  proferred  resignation  of 
Secy-Treas.  Dix  Harper,  who  has  left  active  broadcasting  this  year  to  enter  the 
advertising  business.     Other  items  of  business  were  handled  in  short  order. 
That  afternoon  the  group  listened  to  reports  on  farm  research  at  the  Univ.  of 
Minn.  Ag.  Campus  and  sampled  Univ.  ice  cream.     Visits  to  a  seed  breeding  farm, 
grain  shipping  port,  and  manufacturing  plants  rounded  out  the  meet.     All  meals 
and  entertainment  were  Sxx>nsored  by  allied  industries,  and  Twin  Cities  radio 
and  TV  stations. 


-  h  - 


Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  July  2-7 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Sat.  July  7,  12  to  12:30  p.m.  EBT 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Farm  Ponds  for  Fire  Control" 
from  Portland,  Maine. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  July  7,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  EBT. 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  July  7,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EBT.  "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  with  Cy  Briggs.    Features:  The  incomparable  information  specialist 
of  South  Carolina,  J.  II  Eleazer,  interviewed  "by  Bob  Mattison  on  "Irrigation  - 
the  Undeveloped  Potential  of  American  Agriculture." 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Agricultural  Re- 
search Developments"  with  Ernie  Moore,  APS,  postponed  from  previous  week  to 
bring  listeners  "Teenage  Diets"  from  The  American  Home  Economics  Ass'n  meeting. 

USDA  TV  Package  for  mailing  Friday,  July  S:     "Highlights  of  the  Soil  Bank 
Program  for  X^>GU  as  told  in  lo  still  pictures. 

You  Can't  Top  This!     Or  Can  You? 

Harold  Engel,  UNA  ,  "The  Oldest  Station  in  the  Nation" ,  doesn't  want  to 
spoil  I  .TAG ' s    claim  to  championship  in  the  long-running  farm  program  class,  but 
Emeritus  Professor  A.  \J.  Hopkins,  former  ed.  of  Wisconsin  College  of  Agriculture 
thinks  the  daily  farm  program  of  UHA  wins  over  all  entries  by  several  lengths. 
TJHA  has  been  on  the  air  continuously  with  its  farm  program  since  1919-  At 
that  time,  it  was  known  as  9XK,  and  Engel  gives  us  a  couple  of  good  references 
to  substantiate  that  it  has  been  on  regularly  from  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  daily 
except  Sundays.    Anyway,  reports  from  North,  East,  West,  and  South  indicate  that 
farm  broadcasting,  like  boys  and  girls  club  work,  and  the  putting  of  molasses 
on  pancakes,  goes  way  back. 

Musical  Chairs  on  Radio 

Ue  greet  Palph  Vartigan  as  the  new  farm  reporter  on  \JR0\J,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Ually  Uagoner  moved  from  IJROU  to  UHAI ,  Greenfield,  Mass. ,  and  Uoodbriclge  Drown 
moved  from  UIIAI  to  become  radio  specialist  at  the  Univ.  of  Mass.,  Amherst.   .  . 
Glad  to  have  a  line  this  week  from  Bruce  Davie s,  UIS ,  Chicago,  saying  that 
working  the  vacation  schedule  kept  him  away  from  the  NATRFD  spring  meet.  You 
missed  a  good  one,  Bruce.  .   .  .Ass't  Ext.  Ed.  in  Tenn. .  Sam  Carson  tells  us 
one  of  the  first  acts  of  Station  IJRGP-T  when  it  went  on  the  air  at  Chattanooga 
recently  was  to  give  a  group  of  county  agents  a  noonday  spot.    Around  32  men 
and  women  are  taking  part  on  a  rotation  basis  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays.   .  .  . 
No  postoffice  wall  in  the  country  has  anything  on  our  office  bulletin  board 
now.    Additional  photos  have  come  in  from  Jack  Jackson,  Jack  Uise,  and  George 
Stephens  of  KCMO ,  Kansas  City;  Johnny  Uatkins  of  KLTX-TV,  Uaco,  and  Mai  Hansen 
and  Arnold  Peterson  of  UOU,  Cmaha.     Also  Maynard  Speece  (UCC0,  Minneapolis)  and 
family  astride  tractors;  and  old  roving  reporter  Geo.  B.  German  (UNAX,  Yankton, 
S.  D. )  looking  like  a  ranch  foreman.  Any  day  we  may  be  looking  at  the  picture 
of  a  future  president  of  the  U.S.,  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  or  chairman  of  e, 
network  board.    Keep  'em  coming. 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  C.  Television  Service 


